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last instance and Ms making proper examples of the ring leaders will have
effectually put a stop to such disorders.
17.    And it is with equal concern we observe you had resolved to raise
two thousand country horse at Patna in order to prevent such distresses as
our army had lately experienced from being exposed to the numerous cavalry
of the enemy.   As you represent this measure was absolutely necessary, we
hope it will have answered your intentions, especially as this corps was to be-
under the conduct of European officers.   The progress that the natives make
in the knowledge of the art of war, both in Bengal and on the Coast of
Choromandel is become a very alarming circumstance, and we are not without
our apprehensions of the consequences of your teaching them our cavalry
exercise.   We hope therefore you will have only made it a temporary expedient,
and either disband these troops, or (if they are to remain in the Nabob's
service) recall the officers from the command as soon as the war with Shujah
Dowla is at an end, or use such precautions as may best prevent the clangers
we think likely to result from such an innovation, and we here think it proper
to caution you against letting any European officers or soldiers enter into the
service of the country government, and that you discourage as far as in your
power all military improvements among them.
18.    This additional charge being chiefly occasioned by the uselcssness of
the Nabob's horse, and as you hereby took the entire defence of the provinces
upon the Company, and relieved him from the greatest part of his military
expence, you did very right in procuring assignments from him to support
this increase of expence.
19.   As the province of Bahar is the frontier from which you are most
exposed to invasions, we would recommend it to your mature consideration
whether it would not be a right measure to propose to the Nabob to erect a
fortification to the northwest of Patna in such a situation as to check the
Boujepore rajahs and large enough to admit a garrison capable of repelling
any sudden invasion, until the army could inarch to their support.   It appears
to us as far as we can judge from the accounts that we have received from you
of your military operations, that such a measure would contribute greatly to
the preservation of the provinces.   If you should think it prudent to make
such a proposition to the Nabob and he approves thereof, it must be upon
no other terms than to be erected at his charge, and garrisoned by our troops
only, which would further answer the end of securing his dependency, and
would also be a means of preserving our Europeans, by having a considerable
number of them quartered in a climate so far superior to that of Calcutta
in the healthiness of its situation,
20.    We are extremely anxious for the arrival of Lord Clive and the
gentlemen who accompanied him; as they have been so lately in England,
they are the best judges of the opinion the Company and the nation entertain
of the conduct of the English in Bengal for these last four years, which we
are sorry to say, is in general, that they have been guilty of violating treaties, of
great oppression, and a combination to enrich themselves.
21.    We do not here mean to enter into a discussion respecting the political
conduct of our late Governour and Council, but must say, that an unbounded
thirst after riches seems to have possessed the whole body of our servants to